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Math Computation: Two Ideas to Jump-Start Active Academic
Responding (skinner, pappas & Davis, 2005

Research shows that when teachers use specific techniques to motivate their classes to engage in
higher rates of active and accurate academic responding, student learning rates are likely to go up.

Here are two ideas to accomplish increased academic responding on math tasks. First, break longer
assignments into shorter assignments with performance feedback given after each shorter ‘chunk’ (e.g.,
break a 20-minute math computation worksheet task into 3 seven-minute assignments). Breaking longer
assignments into briefer segments also allows the teacher to praise struggling students more frequently
for work compietion and effort, providing an additional 'natural’ reinforcer. Second, allow students to
respaond to easier practice items orally rather than in written form to speed up the rate of correct
responses.
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